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BORA YOON 
composer | vocalist | sound artist 

Bora Yoon is a Korean-American multi-instrumentalist, composer, vocalist, and sound artist who conjures 
audiovisual soundscapes using digital devices, voice. and instruments from a variety of cultures and 
historical centuries –  to formulate an audiovisual storytelling through music, movement and sound.

Featured on the front-page of the Wall-Street Journal for her use of unusual instruments and everyday 
found objects as music, she activates architectural spaces, acoustics, and evokes what George Lewis 
described as “a kind of sonic memory garden” – using voice, violin, viola, Tibetan singing bowls, 
synthesizers, vocoder, Bible pages, bike bells, turntable, walkie-talkies, chimes, water, sonic sundries, 
and live electronics.  

@VVU�KLZPNUZ�ZP[L�ZWLJPÄJ�WLYMVYTHUJL�^VYRZ�PU�OPZ[VYPJHS�I\PSKPUNZ��^OLYL�H]HPSHISL��[V�L]VRL�HUK�
resonate a place’s acoustic ecology, memory, and sonify a sense of  place.   Otherwise builds multimedia 
performance environments within a theater space, akin to opera Sunken Cathedral which premiered in 
NYC’s PROTOTYPE Opera Theatre Now Festival.    

Through these interdisciplinary means and idiom, she aims to expand the listening experience to an 
PTTLYZP]L��ZV\UK�ZJ\SW[LK�LU]PYVUTLU[��[V�YLÅLJ[�[PTL��OPZ[VY �̀�HUK�H�WLYTLHIPSP[`�VM�TLTVY �̀��

As a solo performer she has presented her work at Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, Nam Jun Paik Art 
Center in South Korea, Patravadi Theatre in Bangkok, the Walker Art Center, the Bang on a Can 
Marathon, Smithsonian American Art Museum, John Zorn’s Stone, TED Conferences, and universities 
across the globe.  

She composed and performed the live score for Haruki Murakami’s Wind Up Bird Chronicle– an 
interdisciplinary theatre adaptation, presented and co-commissioned by Asia Society, Baryshnikov Art 
Center,Edinburgh International Arts Festival, and Singapore Arts Festival.   

As a composer, she has been commissioned and written works for Alarm Will Sound, So Percussion, 
New York Polyphony, Voices of Ascension, Musica Viva, Metropolis Ensemble, Sayaka Ladies Choral of 
Tokyo, Brooklyn Youth Chorus, Young Peopls Chorus of NYC, and the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra. 

Collaborators include Ben Frost, Kaki King, DJ Spooky, R. Luke DuBois, King Britt, late poet Sekou 
:\UKPH[H��4PJOHLS�.VYKVU��JOVYLVNYHWOLYZ��HUK�ÄSTTHRLYZ����9LJVYKPUNZ�PUJS\KL�YLSLHZLZ�VU�40;7YLZZ�
SubRosa, INNOVA, Swirl Records, and the Journal of Popular Noise.   

:OL�PZ�H�YLJPWPLU[�VM�4\ZPJ�:V\UK�MLSSV^ZOPWZ�[OYV\NO�[OL�5L^�@VYR�-V\UKH[PVU�MVY�[OL�(Y[Z��(ZPHU�
American Arts Alliance award, New Music USA, TED Conferences, and the Sorel Organization for 
Women Composers – and has served on the artist advisory board for the New York Foundation for the 
Arts, served as a panelist for theJerome Foundation, New York State Council for the Arts, Rasmuson 
Foundation, Native Arts & Culture Foundation, among others.   She is endlessly fascinated by the 
intersection of space and sound, maps, human Venn diagrams, and the pulleys and strings that hold 
everything together.   

www.borayoon.com



BORA YOON 
press

“Equal parts artist, inventor, wearable tech pioneer, 
and psychoacoustic scientist, Bora Yoon is one of 
[OL�TVZ[�L_JP[PUN�JYLH[VYZ�^VYRPUN�PU�[OL�ÄLSK�VM�
sound and performance today.”

“exquisite...attractive and deeply personal creations.”

“nuanced timbre and careful use of space...”  
“enchanting.”

“..unusual, mesmerizing, and remarkably relatable”  – 
National Endowment for the Arts

“analog and digital... an acute sensitivity to spatial 
context.”  
 

“One of 14 artists who are transforming the future of 
opera.” 

“magical… resonant.”

“a pitch-perfect soprano and an architect of sound 
as spatial experiment... whose sum total is as acces-
sible as it is richly articulated.” 

“operatic and intense, genre-scrambling and 
iconoclastic… a cut or three above the rest.”

“totally unique.”  

BORA YOON
select discography

NOISE Art Magazine

( (( PHONATION )) )
Swirl Records

Journal of Popular Noise
Vol. 3, Issues 7-9   
^P[O�)LU�-YVZ[��)LKYVVT�*VTT\UP[`�

Sound UnBound 
by DJ Spooky
40;�7YLZZ���:\I9VZH� 
Foreword by Steve Reich

Sunken Cathedral
INNOVA Recordings



WIND UP BIRD CHRONIICLE  
Edinburgh International Festival  
Singapore Arts Festival  
 
Directed by Stephen Earnhart
Live Original Score by Bora Yoon



WIND UP BIRD CHRONIICLE  
Edinburgh International Festival  
Singapore Arts Festival  

Directed by Stephen Earnhart
Live Original Score by Bora Yoon



Brooklyn Academy of Music  |  NYC

Columbia University  |  NYC
Semaphore Conductus  
a choral installation sung in surround

Church of Ascension  |  NYC

Park Avenue Armory | NYC  
(9*6�^��:`TWOV

BORA BORA YOON 
live



INSPIRAL  
by Paul Haas, SYMPHO and  Bora Yoon  
 
Live at the Ann Hamilton Tower 
Oliver Ranch, California



SUNKEN CATHEDRAL  

Written and performed by Bora Yoon 
Directed by Glynis Rigsby

OPERA THEATER NOW 
Festival produced by HERE Arts Center 
and Beth Morrison Projects











// PERFORMANCE
Lincoln Center | NYC
Nam June Paik Art Center | South Korea
Patravadi Theatre | Bangkok, Thailand
Brooklyn Academy of Music | NYC 
Carnegie Hall | NYC  
Smithsonian American Art Museum | DC  
Park Avenue Armory | NYC 
New Museum of Contemporary Art | NYC
Brooklyn Museum | NYC
Broad Museum | LA  
(UU�/HTPS[VU�;V^LY�c�:VUVTH�*(��WPJ[\YLK� 
Telfair Academy | Savannah GA
Casals Hall  |  Tokyo, Japan
Walker Art Center | Minneapolis, MN 

// FESTIVALS 
Visiones Sonoras | Mexico 
Edinburgh International Festival | Scotland 
Gyeonggi Media Performance Festival | South Korea  
Window Into the World Festival | Poland  
UNSOUND Festival NYC  
TED@Cannes | France 
Park Avenue Armory Tune-In Festival 
New York Electronic Arts Festival 
Intermedia Festival
MMIX Festival of Interactive Music Technology 
Movement Research Festival
Bang on a Can Marathon
Pop!Tech Conference: the Human Impact 
NextWave Festival | BAM, NYC

// SCORES
Wind Up Bird Chronicle by Haruki Murakami | Dir. by S. Earnhart
Migration Watch, podcast  
(.69(�00��9HW[\YL��PU�YLZPKLUJL��c�I`�5VLTPL�3HMYHUJL

// COMMISSIONS
Alarm Will Sound, custom chamber ensemble 
So Percussion, percussion quartet  
+LUZP[`�������*SHPYL�*OHZL��Å\[L���LSLJ[YVUPJZ�� 
Ji Hye Jung, Perucssion 
Steve Schick, Percussion  
=VPJLZ�VM�(ZJLUZPVU�*OVY\Z��:(;)���LSLJ[YVUPJZ

// COLLABORATIONS
3\RL�+\)VPZ�c������7/65(;065������c�SP]L�]PKLV��]PZ\HSZ
Joshue Ott | visual music  
New York Polyphony | My End Is My Beginning
:LRV\�:\UKPH[H�c���Z[��KYLHT��Z[H[L
Ben Frost | Journal of Popular Noise
/��7H\S�4VVU��ÄSTTHRLY� 

// RECORDINGS
Sunken Cathedral | INNOVA  
�����7/65(;065������c�:^PYS�9LJVYKZ
The NYFA Collection | Innova 
Journal of Popular Noise | Vol. 3, Issue 8  
Sound UnBound | SubRosa & MIT Press
.
// ARTIST RESIDENCY
)HUќ�*LU[LY�MVY�(Y[Z�HUK�*YLH[P]P[`� 
The Hermitage | Ringling Museum  
Harvestworks Digital Media & Arts | The Body Electric 
League of Musicians & Urban Robots 
Electronic Music Foundation
.
AWARDS // FELLOWSHIPS
TED Fellowship 
5L^�@VYR�-V\UKH[PVU�MVY�[OL�(Y[Z�-LSSV^ZOPW�c�4\ZPJ���:V\UK
Sorel Organization for Women Composers
<UP[LK�(Y[PZ[Z�0UP[PH[P]L�4LKPH�(Y[Z�-LSSV^ZOPW�c�4\ZPJ���:V\UK

BORA YOON 
CURRICULUM VITAE
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Lincoln Center | NYC 
Allen Room

New Museum of Contemporary Art  |  NYC
Sky Room 

Ann Hamilton Tower 
Sonoma CA 


